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New Electoral Council is a result 
of the national dialogue
After an impeccable constitutional selection process 
carried out by the National Assembly as a “result of 
a historical national agreement,” on May 5 the new 
electoral authorities took office in Venezuela.
The five principal rectors and the ten substitutes of the 
National Electoral Council were designated on Tuesday 
at a special session in the Parliament. After having com-
pleted the nomination and evaluation phases and con-
ditions established in the law, and after a wide dialogue 
and consultation with diverse sectors, with the support 
of forces related to the government and the democratic 
opposition of the country.
In the first meeting of the authorities of the Elec-
toral Power -which in Venezuela is one of the five 
autonomous powers of the State- the board chose 
Pedro Calzadilla as President of the Electoral Coun-
cil and Enrique Márquez as Vice-President. The 
directory is completed by the main Rectors Tania 
D’Amelio, Roberto Picón and Alexis Corredor.
“This board which is being installed today, is the 
result of a national historical agreement of the 
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Workers, victims of the brutal economic 
blockade against Venezuela, will assume, 
together with the Bolivarian Government, the 
design of mechanisms for the comprehensive 
protection of the work force, through the first 
presidential council of popular government 
constituted by the working class.
“We are going to recover at the highest level 
the minimum wage, the social wage, the 
integral salary, collective contracts and the 
life of the working class,” said the President 
of the Republic, Nicolás Maduro, at the cere-
mony for International Workers Day. 
The Head of State proposed an agenda to 
stimulate new forms of productive employ-
ment, such as family businesses developed 
in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The agenda also includes studying new for-
mulas for the protection of pensions.
Likewise, the anchoring of social bene-
fits to the Petro was announced, the first 
Venezuelan cryptocurrency -whose value is 
supported by the country’s natural resources 
such as oil and gold-, to preserve the work-
ers’ ability to save.
“Only the working class saves the work-
ing class and the country, with its intelli-
gence, experience, wisdom, conscience and 
heroism,” the President stressed.
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Working class 
puts its wisdom 
at the service 
of the country

nation’s social and political forces, to redirect 
Venezuela towards political stability, with a strict 
adherence to the dynamics imposed by the par-
ticipative democracy that we have assumed as a 
national project,” the Rector Calzadilla affirmed 
as he read part of the issues covered during the 
installation session of the directory that will lead 
the Electoral Council for the next seven years. The 
rectors have emphasized that they are “diverse and 
different,” that they will confront ideas and will take 
decisions according to the law and attending the 
“dynamics and political sense of the country,” to 
guarantee the compliance of their duties, amongst 
them the regional elections set for the current year.
Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro con-
gratulated the new Electoral Council, which he 
stated was the result of a “great national dia-
logue,” where all opposition sectors participated 
and which represents a “big step ahead for 
Venezuelan democracy”.
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NEWS BRIEF

President Nicolás Maduro recieved the actor 
and special representative of Russia’s Foreign 
Ministry, Steven Seagal, at Miraflores Palace 
in Caracas. The artist gave the President a 
Samurai sword as a symbol of leadership and 
attended a martial arts exhibition performed 
by Venezuelan athletes. 
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Friendly encounter 

The Latin American Foundation for Human 
Rights and Social Development (Fundalatin) 
recently delivered to the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) new cases of victims of Unilateral 
Coercive Measures against Venezuela. These 
documents will be summed to the file on the 
case presented by our country before the ICC. 

New denounces 
against the blockade

The President of the Republic, Nicolás Maduro, 
thanked Pope Francis for his message of union and 
his call to respect the self-determination of the 
Venezuelan people, in order to advance towards 
the consolidation of peace in the nation. 
“It is time for reconciliation, for national union, it is 
time for peace, to consolidate peace in Venezuela,” 
he said from the Miraflores Palace, in Caracas, after a 
meeting with the Apostolic Nuncio, Aldo Giordano; 
representatives Catholic Church of the country and 
Yaxury Solórzano, the girl whose healing is consid-
ered a miracle by José Gregorio Hernández.
On the eve of the beatification of the Venezuelan 
doctor, Pope Francis congratulated the Venezuelan 

Alba-TCP, Alliance for Life
DIPLOMACY

On April 30, the Venezuelan people celebrated 
the beatification of José Gregorio Hernández, 
also known as the doctor of the poor. Apart from 
his important scientific advances for the country, 

Venezuela celebrates the beatification of the doctor of the poor
popular devotion considered him a saint even 
while he was alive due to his dedication to the 
most humble ones.
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VENEZUELA IN IMAGES

Venezuela’s Health Minister Carlos Alvarado, 
received the 6th shipment with Sputnik 
V vaccines, a lot with 50 thousand dos-
es which arrived on May 3, under the 
Russia-Venezuela alliance. So far 1,400,000 
vaccines have been received. Additionally, 
Venezuela initiated the third phase of trials 
for the EpiVacCorona, the second Russian 
vaccine against Covid-19.

More Sputnik V doses

Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza, delivered his 
most sincere condolences to the people of 
Mexico for the collapse of a section of the 12th 
line of the Metro of Mexico City. This regretta-
ble incident is considered the worse since the 
2017 earthquake. 

Solidarity with Mexico

“It is time to consolidate the peace of Venezuela”

In response to the emergency caused in Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines by the eruption of 
the La Soufrière volcano, the Bolivarian Alliance 
for the Peoples of Our America - Peoples’ Trade 
Treaty (Alba-TCP) immediately activated solidari-
ty aid through various channels. Thus, the Banco 
del Alba will support the reconstruction of the af-
fected infrastructure and care for the 15,000 dis-
placed people.
The executive secretary of Alba-TCP, Sacha Lloren-
ti, traveled to the island together with the presi-
dent of the Executive Board of Banco del Alba and 

vice-minister for the Caribbean of the Ministry for 
Foreign Relations of Venezuela, Raúl Li Causi, to co-
ordinate the financial assistance and evaluate the 
development of the humanitarian bridge that has 
been operating for several weeks.
About 280 tons of drinking water, 48 tons of sup-
plies, food and medicines have been sent to the 
Caribbean country through the humanitarian 
bridge deployed with the Venezuelan Navy vessel 
Goajira T-63, whose crew was visited by Llorenti, 
who expressed his gratitude for the work. 
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people for this religious event and sent them a 
message of union, inclusion and reconciliation.
“I ask the Lord that no outside intervention may 
prevent you from walking this path of national 
union,” he said.
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Keys:

•   Many migrants who try to cross through
     the Darien jungle die in route.

•   Most of the migrants who use this
     passage seek to reach the United States. 

Migration crisis between
Colombia and Panama

CAPSULES OF IDEAS
“We consider essential, even more unpostponable, the alliance
of our Latin American States to maintain that independence
unscathed in the face of the claims of imperialism of the
United States of North America, or of any other power

to whose interests we are intended to submit.”
Augusto César Sandino, Plan for the realization of Bolívar’s Supreme Dream, 1929.

Around 10,000 migrants were waiting at the end 
of April to enter Panama from Colombia through 
the Darien jungle, a 266-kilometer border corridor. 
Through this intricate way, 7,150 people entered 
Panamanian territory in the first quarter of 2021, 
more than 4,000 in March.
These figures represent a rebound in the number 
of migrants entering through Darién, since some 
46,500 people entered that area in the last four 
years. The number of children who make the trip 
also increased: 109 crossed in 2017 and in 2020 
there were 1,653, according to Unicef.
This irregular migratory flow to Panama, a regis-
tered situation for more than a decade, involves 
citizens of Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, as well as Colombians who are victims 
of internal violence in their country, which adds up 
to 32 massacres so far in 2021.
While the government of President Iván Duque 
strives to keep Venezuelan migration at the center 

HUMANITY ON THE MOVE

of its discourse and its requests for economic re-
sources, in Darién, thousands of people face dan-
gers such as extortion, human trafficking and the 
presence of armed groups associated with the con-
flict and violence in Colombia.
“It is urgent that the Colombian and Panamani-
an authorities find shared solutions to save lives,” 
said Dominika Arseniuk, country director of the 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), an organization 
with a presence in both countries.
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The blockade 
to health (II)
Seven vaccines are applied to boys and girls up to 
six years of age in Venezuela, through free mech-
anisms such as the National Vaccination Plan. This 
is one of the programs affected by the Unilateral 
Coercive Measures (UCM) of the United States and 
the European Union against Venezuelans, which 
prevented the acquisition of 263,685 vials of multi-
dose vaccines for more than 2,600,000 infants.
For that purchase, 2,109,481 Euros were avail-
able; the payment was rejected by Novo Banco 
of Portugal. On a second occasion, the money 
was withheld. It is for this reason that the health 
sector has been one of the most affected by the 
wrongly called “sanctions”, with numerous bank-
ing operations and resources blocked in the 
international financial system.
Another example of this is that a transaction for 
the purchase of laboratory reagents was blocked 
up to three occasions: an amount of 781,219 Euros 
to purchase 26,938 types of tests, destined to pro-
cess 2,586,206 laboratory tests, and 369,443 blood 
collection bags, with which 123,147 transfusions 
could be performed.
The illegal economic blockade against Venezuela 
also prevented the purchase of hospital drugs 
worth 4,938,167 Euros for 180,000 surgical patients.
The UCM impact indicators such as infant mortality, 
which after more than a decade of reduction and 
stabilization went from 14 to 20 deaths per thou-
sand born in 2016, as part of the imperial aggres-
sion that aimed to reach 30 cases per every thou-
sand born.
To lower this indicator to 10.6 and reverse oth-
er situations that compromise the health and life 
of the population, the Venezuelan Government 
has created alliances and working mechanisms 
with allied countries and organizations such as 
the World Health Organization, the Pan American 
Organization of Health, Unicef and the International 
Red Cross, among others.
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UNBLOCK
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The strength, intelligence and courage of 
women were keys to defeating the Spanish 
empire in Venezuela. Josefa Camejo is a re-
markable example of this. At the age of 18, this 
Falconian heroine witnessed and participated 
in the Revolution of April 1810 in Caracas.
A faithful patriot to the republican cause, in 
1811 she organized an armed group of women 
to fight against the royalist forces that besieged 
the province of Barinas.
To the governor of that province, she said: “The 
female sex, Mr. Governor, is not afraid of the 
horrors of war, but instead, the cannon blast 
will only encourage us, its fire will ignite the de-
sire for freedom, which it will sustain at all costs 
as a gift to the homeland.”
May 3rd marked the 200th anniversary of the 
most significant feat of this heroine. In 1821, 
she led the patriotic forces that defeated the 
royalists in Falcón, to declare the independence 
of the Province of Coro and its accession to the 
Republic, as part of the actions of the Carabobo 
Campaign that led to the Great Battle that, in 
June of that same year, sealed the indepen-
dence of Venezuela.
Many years passed before Josefa Camejo was 
vindicated. In 2002, her symbolic remains were 
put to rest at the National Pantheon, by decree 
of Commander Hugo Chávez.
Referring to the bicentennial independence of 
Coro, President Nicolás Maduro recalled “the 
leadership and libertarian passion of Josefa 
Camejo, who helped shape the victorious desti-
ny of Carabobo. So much rebellion and firmness 
resides in the spirit of the Venezuelan woman!”
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Josefa Camejo:
rebellion and
national victory

HEROIC ROOTS

Defender of sovereignty, independence, dialogue, 
peace and politics at the service of the nation, 
Aristóbulo Istúriz earned the love and respect not 
only of those who shared his ideas but also that of 
his adversaries.
His more than 50 years of political militancy are 
marked by his dedication to popular struggles. The 
“teacher”, an affectionate nickname derived from 
his academic training as an educator, was a voice 
and action in defence of the poorest in the harsh 
80s and 90s of the last century, of fierce repression 
and neoliberal policies. For his work and charisma, 
he was elected mayor of Caracas in 1993.
Consistent with his ideas on the construction of the 
good homeland, he joined the Bolivarian Revolu-
tion from the first moment. Loyal to Commander 
Hugo Chávez and President Nicolás Maduro, he 
assumed numerous tasks and served as Minister in 
various areas, as well as Executive Vice President of 
the Republic.

Aristobulo Istúriz, tireless teacher

A report by the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), involved in destabi-
lizing actions in Latin America, confirms, two 
years later, that the alleged “humanitarian aid” 
intended to enter Venezuela from Colombia in 
February 2019 was part of a coup plan against 
President Nicolás Maduro. 
The document - which was made public this 
week – points out that the shipment of supplies 
was aimed at promoting Juan Guaidó in his failed 
attempt to usurp the Presidency of Venezuela.
US military aircrafts were used to transport 
supplies to Colombia, although there were 
cheaper commercial options. Based on this type 
of evidence, it is concluded that the govern-

ment of Donald Trump sought to force “regime 
change” in Venezuela, a strategy promoted by 
the international right wing that, through its 
media and influencers, concealed that it was a 
coup attempt. 
“The truth is emerging in each case. All their 
perverse plans have failed and will fail,” said 
Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza.
Media attempts to hide or minimize attacks against 
the Bolivarian Revolution is not new. Another ex-
ample of their role in coup operations occurred in 
May 2004, when they trivialized the detention in 
Venezuela of 153 paramilitaries trained in Colom-
bia to overthrow the government and assassinate 
Commander Hugo Chávez.

USAID coup confessions
UNCOVERING FAKE NEWS

From 2001, in front of the Ministry of Education, 
Aristóbulo was one of the architects and promoters 
of the Literacy Program using the Cuban method 
“Yo Sí Puedo” (Yes I Can), and the Robinson Mission, 
policies that led to the declaration of Venezuela as 
a Territory Free of Illiteracy, in 2005.
As Vice President of the Social Area of the 
government of Nicolás Maduro, Istúriz promot-
ed the Mission Bases installed throughout the 
country for comprehensive attention to the 
poorest people. Most recently, he also served as 
Minister of Education.
Following his physical departure, on April 27th, 
governments and peoples of the world have 
honoured Aristóbulo as a tireless fighter, a teacher 
of life. “Remember him for his smile and strength,” 
he left behind an example, “a committed word, 
a shared dream, and an action pending for the 
Homeland,” President Maduro said.
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BEATS OF OUR PEOPLE


