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The electoral schedule for the regional and local 
elections of November 21 in Venezuela is fully and 
smoothly met, a process in which more than 3,000 
positions will be elected: 23 governors, 335 mayors, 
251 members of state parliaments and more than 
2,400 members of the municipal councils.
In order to expand participation and at the request 
of political organizations, the National Electoral 
Council (CNE) extended the period for candidate 
nominations until September 4. The president of 
the electoral body, Pedro Calzadilla, stressed that 
after this adjustment, compliance with the rigorous 
schedule is maintained.
By Friday, August 27, the CNE had counted 19,428 
applicants in the Automated Nomination System, 
where 311 proposals were registered for governors 
and 1,772 for mayors. Similarly, 1,457 names were 
registered for state legislators and 15,888 for mu-
nicipal legislators.

Dialogue product
These elections, carried out in accordance with 
the provisions of the National Constitution and 
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Preparations of November 21 elections move forward
with broad participation of political parties

other laws of the Republic, are part of the pro-
cesses of understanding and dialogue between 
the country’s political forces. Thus, revolutionary 
parties grouped in the Great Simón Bolívar 
Patriotic Pole and the opposition gathered in 
the Democratic Alliance have already registered 
their candidates.
The extremist sector of the so-called Unitary 
Platform of the opposition, with which the govern-
ment signed the Memorandum of Understanding 
as part of the dialogue process in Mexico, 
announced on August 31 that it would participate 
in this process, a decision that ends a long road of 
calls for abstention and violence.
“We have built an inclusive national dialogue in 
favour of stability and peace (...). We have brought 
the entire Venezuelan opposition to the electoral 
field,” said the President of the Republic, Nicolás 
Maduro, during an activity of the United Socialist 
Party of Venezuela (PSUV).
He also stressed: “I said it months ago. It is a 
matter of time for those sectors of extremism to 
return to the electoral path. That is why today 

democratic institutions are stronger than ever.” This 
is demonstrated because by registering the candi-
dates of the so-called Unitary Platform they will be 
“recognizing the legitimacy of the CNE, elected by 
the National Assembly.”

A trustworthy system 
In this electoral process, as is the tradition in the 
country, 16 audits will be carried out by techni-
cians, party representatives and witnesses. At 
the beginning of August, the final electoral regis-
try for November 21 was verified, approved and 
published, with a total of 21,159,846 people autho-
rized to vote.
Similarly, on August 30, technicians from the 
CNE and the political parties began the audit of 
the voting machines, in which the application 
codes, as well as the hardware of the devices, 
will be verified, in order to certify that they com-
ply with the conditions of transparency and se-
curity, to guarantee the secrecy of the vote and 
a reliable electoral process.
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The government of Peru expressed its 
willingness to accompany the dialogue be-
tween the Venezuelan Executive and the so-
called Unitary Opposition Platform, which 
will have a new round of conversations be-
tween September 3rd and 6th. “It is a posi-
tion that opens a new stage of rapproche-
ment with our sister country,” said Foreign 
Minister, Félix Plasencia.

Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, ratified 
his Venezuelan counterpart, Félix Plasencia, 
the willingness to deepen the strategic 
partnership between the two countries at the 
highest level. Minister Wang Yi said that China 
“will continue to support the Government of 
Venezuela and our people, and will accompa-
ny us in the defense of our sovereignty,” said 
Foreign Minister Plasencia.

Organized movements from 18 countries 
designed in Caracas a roadmap to raise the 
voice in defense of Mother Earth at the next UN 
Conference on Climate Change, a proposal that 
will be presented to the Bolivarian Alliance for 
the Peoples of Our America (Alba-TCP). In the 
II Reencounter with Mother Earth, proposals 
were made such as depoliticizing the climate 
change agenda and recognizing the multiple 
global crisis that is expressed in a climate crisis.
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Accompaniment
o the dialogue

Venezuela rejected an “inconsistent statement” 
from the Colombian Foreign Ministry on border 
issues, considering that it “seeks to increase ten-
sions between the countries.” The Venezuelan 
Government reiterated, in a statement, its 
commitment to the International Navigation 
Treaties and Agreements. It called on Colombia 
to “maintain formal contacts” to deal with these 
issues in a “practical way and without fanfare.”

Inconsistent
statement

China-Venezuela
Association

In defense
of Mother EarthAlba-TCP to strengthen exchange

in tourism and culture

DIPLOMACY

Promoting the tourism potential of the countries 
of the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our 
America (Alba-TCP) and strengthening cultural ex-
change, in view of a post-pandemic world, is the 
central axis of the work agenda set by the ministers 
of Tourism and Culture of the regional bloc, who 
met this week by telematic means, under the coor-
dination of the executive secretary, Sacha Llorenti. 
The recently appointed Minister of Foreign Relations, 
Félix Plasencia, was invited to the event, the first of the 
alliance in which he participates, and affirmed that 
strengthening relations with Alba-TCP is a fundamen-
tal pillar of the international policy of Venezuela.
The Minister Plasencia affirmed, together with the 
Venezuelan Ministers of Culture, Ernesto Villegas, 
and of Tourism, Alí Padrón, that it is vital to pro-
mote the culture “of peace, of life, of joy. It is what 
we want to promote and to work on.” 
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CAPSULES OF IDEAS
“The pre-Colombian cultures of America and the African
cultures where the black slaves came from, the “primitive”

cultures (...) were superior to the western culture (...) They learned
to live with the jungle, with the mountain, with the sea,

with the flat lands of big rivers, with the dessert, without harming 
them and without perishing. Neither ecocidal nor suicidal.

Can the same be said for the west?”.
José Manuel Briceño Guerrero.  Savage Discourse, 1980

He stressed that tourism development is linked 
to culture, especially if there is a millenary culture 
such as the Latin American one, a great attraction 
for tourists from other latitudes. 
“Let the greatest tourism power in the world be 
in our region!,” the minister urged. He also pro-
posed establishing alliances with Russia, Turkey, 
Qatar, China, Arab and African Countries, and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), as 
well as strengthening air interconnection.
At the meeting, it was agreed to strengthen 
cooperation, training, promotion and mechanisms 
for the sustainable development of tourism as 
one of the engines of regional growth. Likewise, 
dialogue with artists, cultural management from 
the communities and the defense of diversity will 
be promoted. 
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Countries, personalities and regional bodies expressed 
their solidarity with the Government and the people 
of Venezuela, in view of the effects of torrential rains 
in the states of Mérida, Zulia, Bolívar, Apure, Amazonas 
and Yaracuy, in the west and south of the country, 
where special care plans were activated.
On August 29, Pope Francisco sent a message of en-
couragement to the inhabitants of Mérida, where a 
State of Emergency was declared, with a report of at 
least 21 deaths and more than 700 houses affected. 

Venezuela receives international
solidarity after rainfall damages

An integral operation is being carried out there to 
attend the population, supervised directly on site 
by Executive Vice President, Delcy Rodríguez.
Support was also received from Cuba, which has 
collaborators deployed in Mérida; the Government 
and the National Assembly of Nicaragua, as well 
as from Turkey, Bolivia and the Bolivarian Alliance 
for the Peoples of Our America (Alba-TCP), which 
acknowledged the efforts of the Venezuelan State 
and expressed its wish “for a soon recovery.”
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IMF shields itself
in the blockade
to deny Venezuela
resources against 
Covid-19
In the face of the current global pandemic, the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) announced 
the approval of 650 billion dollars as part of 
the Special Drawing Rights (SDR) program, 
reserve funds intended for the 190 members, 
non-reimbursable and that do not compromise 
countries in terms of indebtedness. According 
to the IMF, it is “an injection of encouragement” 
that “will benefit all member countries.” But the 
reality is far from that slogan.
And it is that Venezuela will be the only member 
country of the IMF that will not receive the 5 
billion dollars that would correspond to it and 
that would serve for the acquisition of medi-
cines and food. It was too much to expect that 
organization to act under principles of equity, 
solidarity and understanding in the face of the 
planetary emergency.
In the same vein of the White House and the 
Venezuelan extreme right, the IMF “argues” 
that the refusal is due to the ignorance of the 
legitimacy of Venezuelan institutions, as part 
of the alleged parallel institutionality that has 
served for the plundering of resources of the 
Venezuelan people deposited abroad.
Ours “is the only country among the 190 mem-
bers that contributed resources to the creation of 
the IMF, which will not receive a dollar because of 
the political bias they manage. Another effect of 
the sanctions and the US veto against Venezuela,” 
denounced the Deputy Minister of Anti-Blockade 
Policies, William Castillo. 
Of the 24 countries to which the United States im-
poses Unilateral Coercive Measures, Venezuela is 
the only one that is prevented from accessing the 
SDRs, which are also supported by the contribu-
tions granted by the Republic and which, despite 
their double discourse, are received by the IMF 
without any obstacle. 
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UNBLOCK REVOLUTION IN PROGRESS

Venezuela accelerates vaccination 
against Covid-19
Given the arrival in the country of the Delta 
variant of Covid-19, the Government expanded 
and accelerated the vaccination plan against 
this disease that, since March 2020, has affected 
approximately 334,000 Venezuelans. 
The Executive Vice President, Delcy Rodríguez, 
announced a series of measures aimed to ensure 
that in October, when it is expected to resume 
face-to-face school activities, 70% of the popu-
lation has been immunized, which represents 22 
million people.
She reported that those over 60 years old, who are not 
immunized, can be vaccinated without an appoint-
ment starting 30th of August. Later, she explained, 
those over 50 years old will be also be included, while 
those over 30 years old can already schedule their 
appointment via mobile phone text message.
In addition, vaccination days will be extended 
until night-time in some centres and points will 

be activated in the municipal markets, which will 
be added to the 179 Comprehensive Diagnostic 
Centres (CDI) and the 452 spaces in which vaccines 
are administered. The goal is to triple the daily tar-
get: from 100,000 to 300,000 served.
The Delta variant is very contagious, because “it 
multiplies by six and eight times the number of in-
fections of the original strain,” so “we are called to 
accelerate vaccination and our people to take care 
of themselves, with great awareness,” said the Vice 
President, during a tour of the CDI Amelia Blanco, 
one of the vaccination centres setup in Caracas.
On his behalf, the Minister for Health, Carlos 
Alvarado, reported that at this stage, members of 
the health program directed to the Barrio Adentro 
communities will make house-to-house visits to de-
tect the unvaccinated, with emphasis on older adults, 
pregnant women and people with disabilities. 
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United by a creative job marked with social justice, 
the anti imperial struggle, equity and solidarity, 52 
Venezuelan artists and 73 artists from 25 countries 
participate in the IV Biennial of the South, a space 

for cultural dialogue which initiates its virtual phase 
from August 4. On November it will hold an on-site 
chapter in Caracas.
obra: La guerra de IndePendenCIa, aLexander b. K., VenezueLa

Biennial of the South gathers artists from 26 countries
VENEZUELA IN IMAGES
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After the dissolution of the Great Colombia, 
in 1830, Venezuela lives a new confrontation 
scenario marked by the land owners who mo-
nopolized the lands and commercial activities, 
leaving farmers in disadvantage. In rejection to 
that system, the first irruption of the peasant 
sector is registered in 1846 with the uprising of 
Francisco “The Indian” Rangel.
On the first of September, “The Indian” Rangel 
rose by heading 300 men near Magdaleno, in 
the central region of Venezuela, in rejection 
of land theft and the prohibition to vote in 
primary elections that were held on that year.
Factors such as the continuity of slavery and 
the exclusion from participation in politics 
boosted the movement which expanded 
through the central valleys and flat lands of the 
country with the participation of figures such 
as Ezequiel Zamora, who led another uprising a 
week after Rangel and would be recognized as 
the leader of the farmers revolution. 
The popular movement which was awakened 
by the phrase “Horror to the oligarchy!” and 
“Land and free men!,” was persecuted until 
Rangel was captured and executed in March 
1847. His combative spirit continued to live. 
Zamora managed to evade the death sentence 
and jail in 1848 when he was pardoned; and 11 
years later he headed a new fight of the farmers 
leading the Federal Revolution.
Today as a tribute of the Bolivarian Revolution 
to this heroe of the people, the Agroecology 
School of Formation “Indian Rangel”, in the 
central region of the country, was named after 
him and is dedicated to producing supplies for 
the agriculture and livestock sectors.
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The irruption
of Venezuelan 
farmers in the
fight for land 
and liberty

HEROIC ROOTS

With a few days to the closing of the Tokyo 2020+1 
event, Venezuela, with two gold medals, through 
Lisbeli Vera and Linda Pérez, two silver, two bronze 
and 13 diplomas, obtains the best performance of 
the country in a Paralympic Games.
In an extraordinary harvest, athletics added 
4 medals in a single day, on August 31st. The 
historic day began with triumphs in 400 me-
ters: bronze for Alejandra Pérez and her guide 
Markinson Manzanilla, in category T12 (visual 
impairment), and silver for Luis Rodríguez Bolívar 
in T20 (intellectual disability).
Two champions in 100 meters were in charge of 
the victory: Linda Pérez –with her guide Álvaro 
Cassiani–, gold medal in category T11 (visual 
impairment), with a time of 12.05 seconds; and 
less than 20 minutes later, Lisbeli Vera, obtained 
gold at T47 (motor disability), with a record of 
11.97 seconds.

Tokyo, scene of the best performance 
of Venezuela in Paralympics

When used in a correct way they automatize pro-
cesses in digital platforms, but the malicious use 
facilitates the spreading of lies. Without ethical 
consideration, bots or robotized accounts in so-
cial media, can be used as tools at the service of 
information manipulation laboratories.
Their operation is simple: they are presented as 
accounts handled by humans, dedicated to the 
dissemination of messages and ideas, with many 
followers. Thanks to that network of followers 
they easily spread fake information, taking notes, 
photographs and videos from verified web sites 
out of context, or promoting traffic to websites 
with fake news, which are difficult to detect be-
cause their links are shortened.
By using these strategies, recently a video was 
made viral in Venezuela, where a hydrologi-

cal plant at the border of collapse in Paraguay, 
filmed in 2009, was made to look like the hydro-
electric plant in Caroní, in the southern region of 
Venezuela. Becasue it is a register of a real event, 
platforms such as Twitter have more difficulty to 
determine it is fake news by reframing.
By the use of bots, severe matrixes have been 
promoted against Venezuela, like the one that 
led to the cause against the country before the 
International Criminal Court. Independent ex-
perts analized 15.3 million twits with more than 
1.4 million avatars, and detected a small nucleus 
of profiles created through bots to amplify false 
opinion and thus influence the court.
This is how a case was created “artificially” without 
“real sustenance” as Executive Vice-President, 
Delcy Rodríguez, explained at the time.

Bots and the automatization of lies
UNCOVERING FAKE NEWS

For the 19-year-old Lisbeli, it was her second medal 
in Tokyo; she had obtained silver in 400m, while in 
that same distance, Pérez (23 years old) achieved a 
Paralympic diploma. They both emulated judoka 
Naomi Soazo, who in Beijing 2008 had won Venezuela’s 
first gold medal at the Paralympic Games.
The other bronze medal in Tokyo 2020 was won 
by Clara Fuentes in parapower. The delega-
tion also added another 12 Paralympic diplo-
mas: in parapower, Oriana Terán and Wuinawis 
Hernández; in judo, Marcos Blanco; in shot put, 
Abraham Ortega, Yomaira Cohen and Wendis 
Mejías, who also earned diploma in javelin 
throw; Norkelys González, in 400m - T20; Greilyz 
Villarroel, in the 400m - T12; in swimming, Ericsson 
Bermúdez and Belkis Mota (2 diplomas).
Venezuela’s historical total of medals in Paralympic 
Games is 23: 3 gold, 7 silver and 13 bronze.
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BEATS OF OUR PEOPLE


